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Voice of the Future

Welcome to the first edition of our community newsletter,
written and produced by pupils from across the schools in the
Hillmorton Cluster.

Student council repre-
sentatives from seven
schools came together
at Ashlawn School for
the first
mortono
The theme for the con-
ference
and students took part
in a number of activi-
ties alongside local
councilors and commu-
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some team activities.
This involved discussing
what we would like to see
in our local environment.
Some of the ideas were
theme parks and zoos!
Find out more on page 2.

nity representatives.

The conference started
with a 6éwake
activity which was led

by young sports ambas-
sadors. This was de-
signed to get us ready

for the rest of the con- After the team discus-
ference. sions we split up into
After the o6wa different workshops.
shaked we st|a
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Schools involved in
this newsletter

Ashlawn School
Science and
Leadership
College

Abbots Farm

Infant School

Abbots Farm
Junior School

Eastlands Primary
School

English Martyrs
Primary School

Hillmorton
Primary School

Paddox Primary
School

One of the work shops
was led by Warwick-
shire Police teaching us
how to stay safe on the
street. They also spoke
about the child line ser-
vice, and how they can
help us if we ever need
to contact them.

Another workshop was
lead by Rugby Borough
Council. We were asked
about our dream play
area and what we would
like to see in our local
community.

The third workshop

was designing and deco-
rating scarecrows for
the scarecrow festival
arts project which we

will work with Tantalus
on next year.

had a session by the
County Music Service.
It was promoting team-
work and making stu-
dents more confident in
participating in musical
activities. At the end
of the day the children

After lunch, we were give goody bags.
started writing articles E ==

for our community

newsletter before vot-
ing on idvotes 1!
of the Future. As the

In this issue

{ Who are our
Neighbours.

1 School Council News
9 Christmas Customs
T Hobbies/Interests

9 What we like about
our Community

q How we would like
to improve our
community

q Cluster School
Council Conference

q Ideas for keeping
pusy during the
Christmas holidays

day drew to a close we
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What we like
about our

area

Football Clubs

Scouts and
Brownies

Caldecott park

Some places are
clean

Tennis
The recycling bins

The athletics
track

Theatre train
Choir
LOTS of parks

The school re-
sources

The trees

Restaurants and
pubs

Being peaceful
and tranquil in
some places

The canal
Clean environment

Lots of different
clubs to go to

We like all the
people because
they are all nice
and friendly

We like Girl
Guides

I like the shop-
ping facilities in
the town centre

Hospital facilities

It has my school
init!

What we like about our local area

During the Hillmorton cluster conference we wondered what do
people and/or children like about Hillmorton and what would
they like to see in the future. There were loads of suggestions
and not all will make it into the newsletter but a few will.

One main thing that people liked was the local schools, and
there are plenty of them !

The village green was another thing people liked and wanted
more of, well bigger.

The scouts and brownies, lots of people we talked to went to

one of these clubs and also football clubs. Rugby clubs and other

sport activities outside of school were also popular.

Some of the children said that they liked that Rugby has a clean
environment and the trees that were in bloom.

What we would like to see in the future

We asked the young people what would they like to see in the
future and they gave us a long list of things, clubs, etc.

Our group gave us a few ideas that we could use: they would
like a swimming pool, although there are other local swimming
pools some of them said that
would like one.

Also more/bigger parks spread out throughout Hillmorton,
also these parks could be used for activities which was one
of the ideas which was thrown around.

There were many more ideas and also there were some funny

ideas like: much bigger zoos like ones with tigers and gi-
raffes and many more animals.

What do you like about our community
and how would you improve it?
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How we would

improve our
area

H i Adventare Patk & n
made out of trees

and ropes

I More climbing
frames

I More interactive
facilities
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Ice Rink
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in schools
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I Skate park

9 Youth centre
Music Hall

I Water Park

9 Bigger parks
9 Drawing clubs
I More activities

i Teenager parks

meet up with

9 More litter bins

e afb Slower traffic

1 Go karting track
 Reduce traffic

9 A place to go if you
feel lost or upset

9 More things in parks

9 More toy shops

1 More clubs

t hel Ownetsdfrddgs ge't
should pick their

litter up
9 Laser Quest
9 Clean up graffiti
I Less smokers

9 Fairs

]

Theatre companies

Cooking classes

We t

t he

t her



Who are our neighbours?

Not just the people living next to you! But the people who make our community!!

Rugby is full of people from each corner of the earth!

We have a multi -cultural society which is respected and we celebrate a range of festivals. Every year the council
contributes to this by hanging lights in the town centre or the mayor visiting a community gathering!

Rugbyds recent years have seen a boost in cultural evenfs su
pl ace of the game O0rugbyo6 where William Webb EIlIlis picHed u
world and this has attracted new visitors and some publicity on the television!

Our community consists of Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christians, Polish, Chinese, West Indian,
East European, E.U. citizens, African, Scottish, Irish and Welsh! And that may not be the
end of the list!

Our Community is diverse!!

Winter Festivals!

We often only think of festivals to do with our own religion, or festivals that we are involved in
(Christmas.) However within Hillmorton there are people from lots of different religions, each
having their own festivals during winter.

The festival Hinduds celebrate during this winter period ifJs cal
DI VALI® lights wup in different town centres. Di wal i i s |[kndqwn as
feasts and fireworks and eating sweets!

Hanukkah is an eight -day Jewish festival, remembering the rededication of the holy temple. An object often linked
to this festival is a nine -branched candle holder; each day of the festival one light is lit.

Christmas, you all probably know the Christmas story, about how Jesus came as a baby into the world, many of you
may have even be preparing to perform in a play about this story. However many people other than Christians cele-
brate this festival, they receive and give presents to family and friends, they hang stockings up

on Christmas eve and start the count down to Christmas with an advent calendar.

So whatever your religion, maybe you dondt evenks
with your neighbours!

How do other cultures celebrate Christmas ?

Many different cultures celebrate Christmas. For example;

In Belgium, Sinterklaas (the Belgian equivalent of Christmas) is celebrated on the 6 " December.

Kerstman (or Santa Claus) brings children presents. For breakfast they eat a special sweet

bread, it is called cougnou, which is shaped like baby Jesus!

In Brazil, Father Christmas is called Papai Noel.

In Finland, people believe that Father Christmas lives in the north part of Finland. Everyone cleans their houses
for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Porridge is eaten on Christmas Eve.

I n France, Christmas is called O0Noel 6, and Father Ch isHtmas i
eaten by families.
I n Germany, instead of an advent calendar, they have| 0Advent :

candles to mark four weeks till Christmas.




Council kids

school environment.
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During our conference, we discussed what our school councils do to improve the

The Primary schools told us they did
the following things:

We raise money for our partner
schools and for charities

We buy benches to help our school
environment

We hold competitions for cleaning our
school instead of wasting money on
cleaning facilities

We buy playground equipment
We made a vegetable garden

We try to organize school trips and

Ashlawn School Council takes p art in
similar activities.

We discuss whatever issues other pu-
pils are worried about. These include:
school uniform, fundraising, and prob-
lems in the canteen.

We have put actions into place to solve

i ssues such as bull
and oObmdilly ®&ddr essbd
made for students to tell teachers of
bullying problems without telling them
face -to-face. Other students feel

All suggestions will be taken forward
into monthly meetings.

We listen to other students
and take forward their

fun days comfortable chatting to us about ideas.
We talked about making the boat and changes that they want to be made.
the island better
0Our school council s going to make an i mprovemefpt t
changing the way we run the school for the best. We are also going to litter pick and recycle to
help the environment and to help the schipol
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Fix the water fountain.

We are planning to build a fruit shop.
We are going to put more hurdles on the field.

Ask pupils what markings they would like on the new playground.
Find out what afterschool clubs pupils would like.

We are going to litter pick and improve the environment
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Here are some of the things our school councils have planned for the future:

The taps in year 5 are too hot so were going to get them fixed.




I love riding

Are you bored this Christmas? my BMX, |

Why not join a club or take up a hew hobby?

You can find some of these clubs in Rugby :

Football, Rugby, Gymnastics, Swimming, Martial Arts, Cricket,
Dance, Badminton, Table Tennis, Athletics, Yoga, Cooking, Golf, | love playing
Basketball, Netball, Chess, Archery, Snooker/Pool, Scouts, Cubs, Rugby
Rainbows, Brownies,, Guides, Angling, Fencing, Sailing, Diving, Syn-
chronised Swimming,, Paintball.....

There's lots to do, just choose one that suits you!

..........................................

Things to do at

home
Scrapbooking
When you are walking down the streets there are lots of dangers. Drawi
rawing
One of the dangers are building sites. If there is a hole in the fence i
then you must not go in the building site you must report it to the Singing
company. Cooking

Another danger is people at night, if you see somebody coming for
you run home and call the police . If you are feeling worried call Child : _
Line on 08001111 el

Balloon Twisting

: Start a Stamp or Fossil

i WALK IN GROUPS IF POSSIBLE .

1 TRY NOT TO WALK ON YOUR OWN AT NIGHT OR WHEN
ITS DARK

1 KNOW YOUR HOME PHONE NUMBER AND YOUR ADDRESS C H I | L I N E

1 NEVER ACCEPT LIFTS FROM STRANGERS

)| IF YOU NEED HELP,TRY TO APPROACH A FAMILY GROUP OR AN If you are feeling
OFFICIAL FIGURE SUCH AS A POLICE OFFICER. worried, scared or

)| DONT FLAUNT YOUR POSSESSIONS IN THE STREET SUCH AS unhappy you can call
MP3S,IPODS,MOBILE PHONES E.T.C child line on

08001111

(%,

TRY TO KEEP MONEY WITH YOU FOR EMERGENCY PURPOSES.
1 WHEN RIDING YOUR BIKE,ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET

REMEMBER ALWAYS STAY SAEE!! =

fun!
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TOP TEN THINGS TO DO THIS CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYY

SO YOUGVE PUT UP ALL YOUR DECORATI ONS, THERED®
| T6S DARK AND COLD OUTSIDE SO YOU CANOT GO Ol
FEW THINGS TO DO THIS HOLIDAY. SO INSTEAD OF SITTING IN YOUR ROOM OR

PLAYING ON YOUR COMPUTER GAMES ALL DAY, YOU CAN MAKE THE BEST OF THIS
HOLIDAY.

1. MAKE A CHRISTMAS CARD AND SEND IT TO YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

2. GO CHRI STMAS SHOPPI NG, I F YOU6VE ALREADY BEEN GO RO
SHOPS,YOU MIGHT JUST FIND THAT PERFECT GIFT AFTERALL.

3. BAKING.O.K THIS DOESNT SOUND VERY EXCITING BUT WITH A COUPLE OF FRIENDS,
I T6S REALLY FUN. SO GET THE DOUGH ROLLI NG, YOUBVE GO
TO MAKE.

4. VISIT LOCAL EVENTS, THERE ARE MANY LOCAL EVENTS DURING CHRISTMAS, SO GET UP
AND VISIT ONE RIGHT NOW.

5 GO AND SEE SANTA IN THE DEPARTMENT STORE.

6 GO TO A CAROL CONCERT OR GO CAROL SINGING WITH YOUR FRIENDS.
7. WATCH A CHRISTMAS MOVIE WITH YOUR FAMILY (THE SNOWMAN).

8 HAVE A CHRISTMAS THEMED FANCY DRESS PARTY.

9 GO ICESKATING WITH FAMILY, FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES.

10.  WRAP THE GIFTS. /\/

Christmas waves a magic wand
over this world, and behold
everything is softer and more beautiful

/\/

Make your family and friends laugh with these festive jokes

What ds brown and sneakMinceSpashd the kitchen?
How did Good King Wen ckesplaadsrisp danckevenhi s pi zzads?
How does Jack Frost travel to work? By Icicle!

What goes 0 oSantaovalking badk@®ards!

We hope you have enjoyed reading our newsletter, why not tell us what you Extended )
thought ! You can pass on any comments to your school or email Jo Fricker 4)4(4eger(\a/ices
Extended Services Cluster Coordinator at frickerj@ashlawn.org.uk Warwickshire




