How is Reading taught at
Paddox Primary School?

Reading Intent
At Paddox, reading is at the heart of our curriculum and we are
committed to enabling our children to gain a life long love of
reading and books. Through a range of high quality texts and
learning experiences, we help our children to read accurately
and fluently with understanding and develop their learning
across the wider curriculum. We believe that reading is key for
academic success, helping the children to gain knowledge and
develop their vocabulary across the curriculum.

Reading Implementation
How do we teach Reading at Paddox?
Reading is a skill taught, practiced and promoted throughout
the school, across the whole curriculum and through a range
of strategies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading for pleasure
Phonics lessons
Whole class reading in Hooked on Books sessions
Reading comprehension
Class texts
Reading for the wider curriculum
Access to the school library

Let’s start at the very beginning…
Phonics is vital for pupils in the early stages of reading
development. We follow our own school phonics programme.

Children first learn their letter sounds and names, then apply
these to word building. The children also learn a variety of
other key words by sight.
Phonics provides children with the most direct route to
becoming skilled readers.

Phonological awareness…
… is how a child gradually learns to hear, segment and
understand small units of sounds. It critically affects the
child’s ability to decode whole words. The more the child is
exposed to written words, the greater their explicit and
implicit understanding of all language.

Phonics teaches…
• Grapheme/phoneme (Letter/Sound) correspondence in a
clearly defined incremental sequence.
• The highly important skill of blending phonemes, in order,
throughout a word, to read it.
• The skill of segmenting words into phonemes to spell.
• That blending and segmenting are reversible processes.

The order of the letters
The letters are not introduced in alphabetical order. The first
group (s,a,t,i,p,n) has been chosen because they make more
simple three-letter words than any other six letters. The
letters b and d are introduced in different groups to avoid
confusion.
Sounds that have more than one way of being written are
initially taught in one form only. For example, the sound ai
(train) is taught first, and then the alternative ae (gate) and
ay (day) follow later.

Saying sounds correctly…
This is really important when you are helping your child to
learn the sounds.
Just remember not to add an uh to the end of the consonant
sounds – so say mmm not muh, lll not luh, etc. because then
later it’s easier to blend the sounds together to make words.
http://flatsite-test1.s3-website-us-east1.amazonaws.com/phonics/#

Phonics is taught daily in Key Stage
1 in a fun and engaging way…

Phonics in Reception

Phonics in Year One

Phonics in Year Two
Children who have not yet acquired all of these skills by the
end of Year One, continue with daily high quality phonics
teaching.

Mechanics and Magic
Children need to learn the mechanics of reading and become
proficient decoders before they experience the magic of
reading.

At Paddox we use the
‘Hooked on Books’
approach to teach
reading throughout
the school.
Reading is taught
daily for 30 minutes.

We use the Three
Zones of Reading.

Fantastics
These are the nine lenses which writers
communicate their ideas. They act as
channels for information and include:
The 5 senses
Two explicit lenses – Action and Asking
Two implicit lenses – Imagining and
Feelings

Stylistics
This is an acronym that shows
pupils the many different layers
that exist in a text. They allow
pupils to read purposefully,
considering the text with regard to
the specific aspects being
interrogated.
Thus the understanding of
reading.

Analytics
Analytics is an acronym
representing the higher order
skills of reading, such as
inferring, deducing and making
predictions. Theses help with
pupils comprehension skills.

Book Talk Sessions
The Reading Rainbow
supports the teaching of
Book Talk and is used to
direct and shape the
focus of each 10 minute
chunk. Sessions are
driven by the 3 reasons
to read.

What does it look like?
• Children are in groups of 6.
• Each group have a set of books.
• Teachers give the reason to read (Fantastic, Stylistic or
Analytic lense).
• The children read in pairs, to themselves or as group for
6 – 7 minutes.
• Children then talk about their findings using the sentence
starter provided.

Demonstrated Reading
• This is where the teacher in the first instance will read a
book out loud to the class.
• They use intonation and expression when reading to
show children how reading out loud should sound.
• The teacher asks “I wonder why they have used that word
or that phrase”
• The teacher will explain the meaning of words.

Comprehension
• Reading comprehension is the ability to read a text and
understand its meaning.
• Comprehension sessions focus on key vocabulary to
develop the children’s ability to process text, understand
its meaning and interpret what they have read through
answering questions about a text.

Class Reader
As well as this… at
least 10 minutes of
every day is spent
reading to the
children and
enjoying a story
together.

How does Hooked on Books help
reading?
• Children are using the language of books much more
confidently, even the youngest pupils.
• Children are excited about reading and having an
opinion about their book.
• Children are gaining a deeper understanding of a text.
• There is a real ‘buzz’ about reading.

What do the children read in Hooked
on Books sessions?
Two dedicated “Hooked on Books”
libraries have been introduced. These
are regularly updated with exciting
new titles that reflect a wide range of
genres and interests. These books
also reflect the diverse nature of all
our children. There are series of
books so the children are able to
follow characters and story lines.

This Curriculum Map also shows the
topics in which Reading is a lead
subject.

At Paddox, we are extremely lucky to
have many author and illustrator visits…
This began in the Summer of 2018
when we held our very own Paddox
Literary Festival which was based
around the famous Hay Festival. We
welcomed several authors and
illustrators on day including MG
Leonard, David Melling, Sue Hendra
and Paul Linnet.

So far we’ve had…

AF Harrold

Chae Strathie

Thomas Taylor
Alex T. Smith

Taylor Donan

Jackie Morris

…and the Waterstones children’s laureate…

Cressida Cowell

Books to read before…
Around school we display book
titles that we would like the
children to read before they are
7, 9 and 11 years old… They
have been chosen specifically to
give the children a wide range of
texts and genres and are
available in the library for the
children to borrow.

Our amazing library…
Each class has an
allocated library
session, in which
each child is able to
borrow a book of
their choosing.
That’s over 500
loans a week! The
library is being
constantly updated
with new titles.

Pop Up Book Shop
We regularly have a Pop Up Bookshop
that is provided by Kenilworth Books.
They bring all the latest books as well as
signed copies following author events.

Birthday Books
As part of our Healthy Schools
Initiative, instead of bringing in
sweets, children are encouraged to
bring in a book that they would like
to share with their class and keep
in their class’ book corner. This is a
great way for the children to share
and enjoy a range of stories
recommended by their peers.

Encouraging a love of reading…
Our displays around school also promote a love of reading.

Reading at home
We have a range of reading schemes available to the children including
Collins Big Cat, Oxford Reading Tree, Songbirds, Bug Club, Project X
and Rigby Star.
Dandelion Readers and Jelly and Bean books are also available. These
are fully decodable books and give the children the opportunity to
apply their phonological skills. This helps the child to feel successful as
they can figure out every word in a book which then helps them to
build fluency and develop good reading strategies.

Children are encouraged to change their books regularly and read at
home daily for 10 minutes.

Bug Club
As well as taking reading books home, children in Reception and Key Stage 1 also
have access to Bug Club, an online reading programme.
Bug Club enables children to access a personalised set of books, both fiction and nonfiction, in an online format. Not only do the children have the opportunity to read on
an alternative platform, but their understanding of what they have read is also a key
focus.

Why are we using Bug Club?
Bug Club is a fantastic resource that allows us to broaden and strengthen the quality
of reading material that we can provide to your children.
The questions that Bug Club books ask the children are invaluable for developing
their skills of comprehension. Your child’s class teacher will allocate Bug Club online
reading books alongside their home reading books so they will have access to a wide
variety of titles both online and in print that will keep them motivated, challenged
and enthusiastic.
Bug Club is not a replacement for ‘real’ books, it is simply to provide another way of
accessing a variety of books for your child.

Accessing Bug Club
• If you have access to an internet connection at home, your child can enjoy reading
Bug Club books online. If you don’t have internet access, we encourage you to let
your child’s class teacher know so that your child can access Bug Club at school.
• The website can be accessed using a laptop, desktop computer, iPad and some
android devices with an internet connection.
• Your child’s class teacher will send home a username and password for your child.
Our school ID is: sklp.
• Your child can then login into their account using the following steps:
Go to www.activelearnprimary.co.uk
Enter the login details.
Select Bug Club.
Your child’s homepage will appear.
• If you lose your child’s login, please ask their class teacher for a reminder.

Using Bug Club
Reading a Book
To access their allocated reading books, children need to click on ‘My Stuff’ at the top.
Your child’s teacher will have selected and allocated a range and variety of appropriate
titles for your child. Once on this page, you will see all books listed by scrolling left and
right. Your child can read the books in any order. Once your child starts reading a book, it
will be marked as ‘opened’ with the option to return at any point. The yellow number
underneath indicates how many coins will be earnt once the book is completed. These
coins can be ‘spent’ in the ‘My Rewards’ section (see below for further information).
Introductory Page
When first opening a book, depending on the age of your child, you will see an
explanatory page about its content.
‘Read to Me’ button
Some books will have a ‘Read to Me’ button at the bottom of the page where, if pressed,
the words on that page will be read out loud.

Using Bug Club
• The skill of comprehension or the understanding of what you read, is of equal
importance and Bug Club has made this a key focus. As your child reads, they’ll get
used to (and be excited to!) spot the bugs! When a bug appears, click on it and then a
new window will open (the bug will appear more frequently as the books move up the
key stages). A question about the passage just read will then appear. Once the
question has been answered, the bug’s eyes will close:
• The answers to the quiz questions will be sent back to your child’s teacher so that they
can see how your child is progressing. Your child’s teacher will check their Bug Club
account regularly to track progress, respond to answers with feedback, help your child
with the types of quiz questions they struggle with or to allocate new books if the
virtual book bag is running low.

Phonics E-Books
If your child is allocated phonics books, these contain a guide
which will help you to support your child with new sounds.
Phonics books also have one quiz question that focuses on word
skills.

Bug Club Library and Rewards
Once a book is completed and all bug questions have been answered, the
book will move to the ‘My Library’ section of your child’s homepage. They
can read the book again once it is stored in here. The yellow number linked
to each book represents the number of coins earned once it’s been read.
These coins can then be spent in the ‘My Rewards’ section, where coins can
be used to play games, create stickers or build avatars and worlds.

How to support your child’s reading at home…
On the first reading…
• Make reading aloud feel like a treat. Make it special quiet time and cuddle up
so you can both see the book.
• Show curiosity about what you’re going to read. Look at the front cover – is it
likely to be fiction or non-fiction? What does your child think it’s going to be
about? Have you read any other books by this author?
• Read through the whole story the first time (depending on the length of the
story!) without stopping too much. Let the story weave its own magic.
• Read with enjoyment – if you’re not enjoying it, your child won’t.
• Read favourite stories over and over again.

On later readings…
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Let your child pause, think about and comment on the pictures. Encourage them to tell you the
story by looking at the pictures.
If you think your child did not understand something, try to explain. Have a ‘meaning check’
every now and again.
Chat about the story and the pictures – ‘I wonder why she did that?’ ‘Oh no, I hope she’s not
going to…’, ‘I wouldn’t have done that, would you?’
Link the stories to your own family experiences.
Link stories to others that your child knows.
Encourage your child to join in with the bits they know.
Talk about the book. What was it about? Did it match your child’s expectations?
Ask questions beginning with the words how and why to check that your child has been able to
read between the lines. Ask whether anything seemed puzzling. Then ask your child to explain
what the best and worst bits of the book were, and why.
Re-read the book if necessary as this will build their confidence and stamina. Your child should
be able to read the book independently before they move on to a new book. Take time over each
book to get the most out of it.

And lastly, above all - make it fun!
It doesn't matter how you read with a child, as long as
you both enjoy the time together. Don't be afraid to use
funny voices - children love this!

Reading Impact
Termly tests as well as continuous teacher assessment during
reading sessions is used to assess the children.
The children are assessed using the national curriculum
objectives/expectations.

Reading Impact
Assessment Terminology

HNM – has not met expected standard
WTS – working towards expected standard

EXS – working at expected standard
GDS – working at greater depth

