
Spelling and 
vocabulary in 

English at Paddox



Spelling at Paddox
• In the academic year 21/22, Paddox has introduced a new 

spelling scheme into our curriculum – The Spelling Book by 
Jane Considine.

• The underlying structure of ‘The Spelling Book’ approach is 
based on three zones of spelling. The patterns of spelling are 
explored through ‘The Groupings’, the pressure of spelling is 
eased through ‘The Improvings’ and the remembering and 
recall of spelling through ‘The Acquirings’. The scheme places 
emphasis on teachers modelling and defining as pupils 
practise, explore and investigate.



The Spelling Book – what is it?
• The Spelling Book is suited for Years 2 – 6, with Reception and Year 1 

continuing to work on developing key phonics skills.

• Years 2 – 6 have a copy of The Spelling Book, each differentiated for 
their year group. 

• Each edition of the book includes daily and weekly spelling activities 
built on the fundamentals of teaching spelling with strong phonic 
foundations. 

• The books include strategies on introducing key spelling concepts and 
methods to increase retention, enabling pupils to make fewer 
mistakes. Each book is organised into week-by-week activities for 
pupils.



The Spelling Book – how does it work?
• A typical learning sequence is as follows:
• Week 1: 2 spelling sessions across the week, totalling 50 minutes. The 

book advises 30 mins for the first session (investigation) and 20 mins 
for the second (Go Grapheme Grafters, otherwise known as 
practising!) The reason for lengthier sessions is to take a ‘slow’ look at 
spelling patterns.

• Week 2: Same amount of time (50 mins), this time split into five 10 
min slots daily. The purpose of these is to experience pace and take a 
quicker look at spellings (short burst investigations).



The Spelling Book – what does it look like?
Week 1 – Investigation Session

Children are presented with a 
hypothesis on the board.

They will be introduced to some 
words to develop their thinking 

and then give them time to work 
out whether the hypothesis is 

either true, false, or sometimes. 
They can then jot down their 

answer at the end as a summary.

Classes will discuss thoughts 
about the hypothesis before the 

correct answer is revealed



The Spelling Book – what does it look like?
Week 1 – Go Grapheme Grafters (practise)

This is a chance for children to be introduced to 
new/trickier words (focus areas in the National 
Curriculum). 

Children have words dictated to them and are 
then encouraged to have a go at spelling them. 
Teachers would then show them the correct 
spelling after, and they have time to practise 
any spellings they spelt incorrectly after 
discussing patterns/sounds.

This is not a spelling test. This is simply a chance to 
expose them to new words and for them to use 
their phonics skills to attempt to spell them.

•

•

•



The Spelling Book – what does it look like?
Week 2 – Short burst investigations, a.k.a…



The Spelling Book – what does it look like?
Week 2 – Short Burst Investigations

• These activities are, indeed, quick.  

• The aim of these short-burst (10 minute 
daily) sessions is for children to experience 
pace and take a quicker look at spellings and 
their rules and conventions. Four of the five 
sessions involve short burst investigations 
where new learning may be involved, with 
the remaining session focusing on recapping 
prior learning. 



The Spelling Book – what does it look like?
Week 2 – Short Burst Investigations

•



WOW! Words

• As a school, we place an emphasis on 
vocabulary development in all areas of the 
curriculum.

•As part of this, in our writing we use ‘WOW 
words’ (Word of the Week) for children of all 
ages across the school. Here’s what it looks 
like…



From Year 6….



…all the way down to 
Early Years!



What are WOW words?
• At the start of the week, children are introduced to their 

WOW word (Word of the Week), which is added to 
vocabulary working walls weekly so they are constantly 
exposed to them

• After discussing the word, synonyms, and its meaning, we 
encourage children to practise playing around with them 
and putting them into sentences/understanding how they 
work effectively in writing.

• We also encourage children to use these words orally, and 
reward them with a leaf whenever we see/hear them do so!

How do WOW words work?



What are WOW words?• Spelling: it would be useful to discuss new spelling rules they have learnt that 
week/existing rules your child has revisited to help embed these rules and 
patterns into long-term memory.

• Practise the rules/spellings learnt in lesson! You could also ask your child’s class 
teacher for the age-appropriate word lists that they practise and encourage them 
to practise for short amounts of time as often as possible

• WOW words: these are typically introduced to children at the start of the week, 
you could ask your child of any new/existing words they have learnt and listen 
out for them using them in spoken conversation or their writing! Can they tell 
you what it means and use it effectively?

• Encourage them to learn additional new words at home to help expand  their 
vocabulary further. 

• Feel free to contact Miss Kaur (kaur.a2@welearn365.com) if you have any 
questions/would like support on how to help your child at home with writing and 
spelling.

How you can support


